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Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia on Afghanistan

November 13, 2001

We express our continued support for the
people of Afghanistan in their effort to estab-
lish a government that can bring peace and
stability to Afghanistan, close down terrorist
camps, and end Afghanistan’s use as a plat-
form for international terrorists. We agree
that a new Afghan government should adhere
to accepted international principles, respect
human rights, including those of women and
girls, facilitate delivery of aid to combat the
current humanitarian crisis, and rebuild Af-
ghanistan and the region economically.

The United States and Russia do not in-
tend to, and cannot, create the future govern-
ment of Afghanistan. It is up to the Afghans
themselves to determine their future. We be-
lieve that, in order for any future government
to bring peace to the people of Afghanistan
and promote stability in the region, it must
be broad-based, represent all Afghans, men
and women, and be drawn from all ethnic
groups. We agree that the Taliban as a move-
ment should have no place in future bodies
of state power in Afghanistan.

We welcome the appointment of Ambas-
sador Lakhdar Brahimi as the United Nations
Secretary General’s Special Representative
for Afghanistan and underscore our support
for his efforts to bring peace and stability to
Afghanistan and the region.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia on the Middle East

November 13, 2001

We express our deep concern over the sit-
uation in the Middle East, which has led to
untold suffering by Palestinians and Israelis
during the past year. The violence and terror
must end.

The United States and Russia, as cospon-
sors of the Middle East peace process, call
upon the leadership of Israel and the Pales-
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tinian Authority to take urgent steps to ease
tension, as well as to refrain from actions that
are harmful to the other side and to resume
the dialogue at a high political level. It is also
necessary to proceed without delay towards
the implementation of the Tenet workplan
and the Mitchell Report recommendations:
to end the violence, to set up stable coopera-
tion in the area of security, to implement
confidence-building measures, and to re-
sume the substantive negotiating process.

Our two nations, acting in concert with
other key parties, are stepping up their ef-
forts aimed at facilitating early resolution of
the crisis in the region and resuming negotia-
tions on all tracks—Palestinian, Syrian, and
Lebanese—in the interests of making
progress toward a comprehensive settlement
in the Middle East, based on the Madrid
principles, UN Security Council Resolutions
242 and 338, and existing agreements and
accords.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia on Cooperation
Against Bioterrorism

November 13, 2001

At Shanghai, we resolved to enhance co-
operation in combating new terrorist threats,
including those involving weapons of mass
destruction.

We agree that, as a key element of our
cooperation to counter the threat of terrorist
use of biological materials, officials and ex-
perts of the United States and Russia will
work together on means for countering the
threat of bioterrorism, now faced by all na-
tions, and on related health measures, includ-
ing preventive ones, treatment and possible
consequence management. We will continue
to work to enhance the security of materials,
facilities, expertise, and technologies that can
be exploited by bioterrorists. We also confirm
our strong commitment to the 1972 Conven-
tion on the Prohibition of the Development,
Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
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(Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their
Destruction.

We have directed all of our officials and
experts working on these critical matters to
expand their cooperation and to consult on
strengthening related international efforts.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President George
W. Bush and President Vladimir V.
Putin of Russia on Cooperation in
Combating Illegal Narcotics
Trafficking

November 13, 2001

We note that illegal narcotics trafficking
constitutes a serious threat to the health and
well-being of individuals and to international
security as a whole. The drug trade is one
of the principle sources of financial support
for international terrorism.

The United States and Russia are com-
mitted to intensifying cooperation on both
a bilateral level and within the framework
of international organizations and institu-
tions, in order to combat this common threat.

We reaffirm the important role of the UN
in strengthening anti-drug cooperation at the
global level and reaffirm the two countries’
intention to continue the efforts to imple-
ment the decisions of the 20th Special Ses-
sion of the UN General Assembly on the
problem of narcotics. At the same time, we
wish to continue and expand our regional
counternarcotics cooperation with the coun-
tries of Central Asia.

We wish to underscore the importance of
putting into effect, as soon as possible, the
mechanism of the UN Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime.

We intend to intensify the efforts of the
Russian-U.S. Working Group on law enforce-
ment, including the issues of combating ille-
gal drug trafficking and the laundering of
proceeds derived from criminal activities. We
believe that early entry into the force of the
Treaty Between the Russian Federation and
the United States on Mutual Legal Assist-
ance in Criminal Matters, signed at Moscow
on June 17, 1999, will promote the expansion
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of bilateral cooperation and the coordination
of efforts against transnational organized
crime and narcotics trafficking.

We agree to seek areas of expanded co-
operation between the United States and
Russia with the goal of more effectively stop-
ping illegal trafficking in narcotics and pre-
venting and treating drug addiction.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks on Departure for Texas
November 13, 2001

Visit of Russian President Putin/Aviation
Security and Economic Stimulus
Legislation

Laura and I are looking forward to our
meeting with the Putins in Crawford—spend
a couple of days down in Texas, working on
international affairs.

And I hope the Congress works hard on
two issues. First, they must work day and
night to get an airline security bill to my desk.
We're making good progress, and the Mem-
bers of Congress must continue to work hard
to get a bill. And secondly, I've laid out some
ideas on an economic stimulus package, one
that encourages consumer spending. Part of
it is to encourage business investment, and
part of it is to take care of workers who have
been affected by the September 11th trag-
edy.

I hope the Senate will be able to move
a bill quickly and to get it into conference
and work out the differences. I look forward
to signing legislation on both airline security
and economic stimulus. My administration is
willing to work with the parties to forge the
compromise necessary to get a piece of legis-
lation. The American people expect progress.
And I do, too, and so I hope we can get some-
thing done.

In the meantime, were making great
strides for making the world more peaceful,
as we work closely with Russia for security
for all the people of the world as well as our
own Nation.

We'll see you down there.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,



